UM student documentary examines Montana\u27s meth problem by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
5-10-2001 
UM student documentary examines Montana's meth problem 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM student documentary examines 
Montana's meth problem" (2001). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 17269. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/17269 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of
Montana
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
This release is available electronically on INN (News Net.) or 
the News Release Web site at www.umt.edu/urelations/releases/.
May 10, 2001
Contact: Denise Dowling, UM radio-television assistant professor, (406) 243-4143.
UM STUDENT DOCUMENTARY EXAMINES MONTANA’S METH PROBLEM 
MISSOULA -
University of Montana radio-television students have prepared a one-hour documentary 
detailing Montana’s growing problem with methamphetamine.
“Meth: Dark Cloud Over the Big Sky” will premier at 7:30 p.m. Friday, May 18, in the 
University Center Theater. The event is free and open to the public, but seating is limited. The 
documentary also will air statewide at 8 p.m. Wednesday, May 23, on Montana PBS.
Denise Dowling, a radio-television assistant professor, said the documentary was 
prepared by 20 UM students who make up this year’s Student Documentary Unit. The unit often 
has produced award-winning work during the past 12 years, and this year’s team shot footage on 
location in Billings, Great Falls, Havre, Kalispell, Miles City, Whitefish and White Sulphur 
Springs.
“I’m proud of our students,” Dowling said. “This documentary really became a mission 
for them. They hope their work can save just one person or help at least one parent recognize 
they have a kid with a problem.”
She said much of the documentary examines the lives of two teen-age girls, one from 
Miles City and another from Whitefish, who abused meth and wound up paying the ultimate 
price. The program includes interviews with the girls’ friends and loved ones, as well as 
conversations with court and law enforcement officials involved with fighting Montana’s
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growing meth trade. Viewers also will be introduced to inmates whose lives have been ruined by 
meth and workers who tackle the dangerous job of cleaning up toxic meth labs.
Meth, also known as “speed” or “crank,” is an addictive stimulant that can induce 
feelings of euphoria, increased wakefulness and physical activity and decreased appetite. Abuse 
of the drug can lead to psychotic behavior such as hallucinations and violent rages. Withdrawal 
symptoms include depression, anxiety, fatigue, paranoia, aggression and intense cravings. And 
the illegal labs that produce meth -  often hidden in storage units or hotel rooms -  are caustic, 
environmental polluters.
Student journalist Kathy Weber narrates the documentary and shot footage in Miles City. 
She said it was “an eye-opening experience” to learn how widespread meth use has become in 
many rural Montana communities.
“I’ve probably learned more working on this documentary than I’ve learned in my last 
four years of college,” Weber said. “It struck me that through journalism there is an opportunity 
to make a difference and hopefully change lives.”
Corinne Spencer, another student documentarian, said it was disquieting to examine drug 
use in her hometown of Whitefish, where she knew the girl whose struggle with meth is detailed 
in the program.
“It seemed like everyone we talked to had a story about meth,” Spencer said. “Everybody 
had a story about someone they knew.”
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